18	NADIR  SHAH
therefrom.1 However that may be, it seems that there were Afshars
in Khurasan from, at any rate, the beginning of the XVI century a.d.,
for Khwandamir2 speaks of a certain Shahrukh Beg Afshar Yajuji being
sent from Herat in 920 a.h. (1514-1515 a.d.) to the province of Qandahar,
in order to subdue a rebel named ShujY Beg there. There seems to be
no means of ascertaining whether there was any connection between the
Yajuji8 and the Qiriqlu Afshars,
As the village of Kubkan4 was situated in the yailaq or summer grazing
ground of the tribe, and was therefore very cold in winter, the Qiriqlu
Afshars were in the habit, every autumn, of crossing the Allahu Akbar
range to the north and going down to the lower-lying and, therefore,
warmer qishlaq or winter grazing ground in the district of Darragaz.6
In November, 1688, the habitual migration from Kubkan to the qishlaq
took place. Among the migrating tribespeople were a poor peasant
named Imam Quli Beg and his wife ; when they had crossed the mountains
and had reached the village of Dastgird (or Dastajird),6 in Darragaz, the
wife gave birth to a son, the future Nadir Shah. This son was named
Nadr Quli Beg, after Imam Quli Beg's father.7 Mirza Mahdi gives the
date of Nadir's birth as the 28th Muharram 1100 a,h.s (22nd November,
1688). 'Abdu'l-Karim Kashmiri, the author of the Bayan-i-ffiaqi\
states that some (unspecified) persons gave the year of Nadir's birth as
1099, while others gave it as 1102 a.h.* Mirza MaLdi's date, though
1 Sayyid Ahmad Aqa Tabriz!, in the Ayanda, Part II, No* VIII, p. 601.
a gaWnts-Siyar, Vol. Ill, Part IV, p. 75.
8 It is possible that the epithet " Yajuji " (i.e., " of Gog ") may have been applicable only to
Shahrukh Beg himself.
* The village of Kubkan, which is still in existence, is 80 miles N.W. of Mashhad and 50 miles
E.N.E. of Khabushan. Sir Percy Sykes, who has visited the place, described it in his
Seventh Journey in Persia (Geographical Journal, May, 1915, p. 364) as being " a picturesque
village situated on the slope of a deserted fort which had had a covered way to the river."
6 The Turki terms for these tribal movements from summer to winter grazing grounds and vice
versa are qishlamishi and yailamishi respectively.
6	Dastgird is 16 miles N.E. of Kubkan and 3 miles S.E* of Muhammadabad.
7	The MSS. of the Ta'rikh-i-Nadiri, Zubdatu't-Tawarikh, Bayan-i-Waqi', etc., which I have
consulted, all give the name as Nadr Quli (Shaikh Hazin gives the form Nadhr Quli, but this
seems to be an error). There therefore seems to be no doubt that this was Nadir's original
name, but he used, at times, to call himself Nadir (with a long " a ") 'Ali, e.g., in his waqf-
nama or deed of bequest relating to his tomb at Mashhad and in the inscription on the gilt
portico of the shrine of the Imam Rida in that city (see the Matla'u'sh-Shams, Vol. II,
p. 20), In the waqf-nama (of which Professor Naficy, of Tehran, has been kind enough to
send me a copy) Nadir's name and titles are given as follows:—Nadir 'AH Khan Vali-yi-
mamaiik-i-Khurasan va farman-rava'i-yi-'ar§a-yi-Iran, that is, Nadir 'Ali Khan, Governor
of the regions of Khurasan and ruler (literally, " order-giver ") of the land of Persia; the
deed was drawn up on the istMutarram, 1145 (24th June, 1732). The "Golden Gate" was not
constructed until after Nadir's coronation (on which occasion, it is to be noted, he took the
title of Nadir Shah)* For the sake of simplicity, I have used the form " Nadir " throughout
the book; it would otherwise have been necessary to employ, at different times, a number
of names and titles, such as Nadr Quli, Nadir 'Ali, Tahmasp Quli Khan, Vali Ni'mat, etc.,
which would be most confusing.
' r.#., p. 17.
9 Bayan, fol. 101 (b).

